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HUD-HHS to Cooperate on Domestic Violence Program 


HUD and the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) have decided to combine their 
resources in a demonstration program to assist residents of public housing who are victims of domestic 
violence. Officials of the two agencies have signed a Memorandum of Agreement which got the 
Domestic Violence Outreach Program underway. 


A HUD spokesman said that *‘domestic violence is a problem in public housing for which the residents 
have asked for help.’’ He said the residents are among those least able to leave an undesirable situation 
or to obtain services to deal with the problem. An HHS spokesman called domestic violence ‘‘a 
national problem that exists at all socioeconomic levels.”’ 


Under the program, the two agencies will hold workshops in public housing developments in selected 
cities to help residents by use of locally funded resources. In the workshops, staff members from both 
agencies will render support, information and expertise to local housing agencies, suggest local 
contacts to deal with the problem and supply printed information. The program is designed to increase 
awareness of domestic violence, increase the use of available services and resources and create new 
services where appropriate. 


In another cooperative effort, HUD and HHS will concentrate on ways of improving the quality of 
family life for residents of public housing. The objective of the Family Supportive Services Program is 
to acquaint residents with community services that can improve their health, home life and general 
well-being by holding informational workshops. HUD calls the program a positive experience for the 
entire community. 


The workshops will provide a medium for exchanging ideas and forming relationships, with the 
emphasis on problems related to the stress of child-rearing and coping with parent-child interaction. 
Other topics will touch on enhancing parenting skills, developing neighborhood support systems, and 
the availability of support services such as after-school care, health facilities, recreational activities and 
homemaking services. 


Additional information on the one-year Family Supportive Services Program may be obtained from 
Julia Higgins, HUD’s Housing/Consumer Program Division, Office of Consumer Affairs, 451-7th 
Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20410 (202/755-5356). 


FHLMC Task Force to Study Capital Structure 


The Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation has established a new task force to ‘‘advise it on its 
capital structure.’’ The task force is composed of executives from Wall Street and the mortgage 
lending industry and will ‘‘look at a number of elements of the Corporation’s capital structure 
including the ‘non-member fee’ it charges sellers that are not Federal Home Loan Bank System 
members, whether the Corporation should seek additional capital, and the means by which any 
additional capital should be raised,’’ according to FHLMC President Phillip Brinkerhoff. In 
announcing the task force, the FHLMC said it is considering a new national program to guarantee 
conventional mortgage securities. It called the proposed program *‘a step that could enable large and 
small lending institutions across the country to tap new resources of funds for home mortgage 
lending.”’ 








HUD to Co-Sponsor Workshops on ‘Affordable Housing Alternatives’ 


HUD has joined three other private groups in planning a series of 25 workshops to be held in major 


cities across the Nation during the first half of 1981. The other sponsors include the National 


Association of Housing Cooperatives (NAHC), the National Urban Coalition (NUC), and the 
National Consumer Cooperative Bank (NCCB). The two topics to be covered in the workshops are 


“*Methods for Effective Operations’’ and ‘“Tenant-Sponsored Cooperative Conversions.”’ 


The workshop on ‘‘Methods for Effective Operations’’ will be a practical program designed to build 
skills in the areas of financial management, policymaking and leadership for housing cooperative 


boards of directors. The goals of the serninar are to: 


@ clarify the roles and responsibilities of boards of directors; 


@ present management and financial skills that will improve the performance of boards; 


@ explore alternatives for resolving controversial issues; and 


@ provide strategies for implementing new policies essential to effective operation. 


The NAHC will conduct these workshops under a technical assistance grant from the National 


Consumer Cooperative Bank. The dates and sites for the workshops are: 


Philadelphia, PA 
January 30-31 


Tampa, FL 
February 21-22 


Los Angeles, CA 
March 7-8 


Chicago, IL 
May 2-3 


Hartford, CT 
May 16-17 


The workshop on ‘“Tenant-Sponsored Coonerative Conversions’ will be an intensive training seminar 
covering the principles, development process and financing operation for conversion of rental housing 


to cooperatives. The goals of the seminar are to: 


Washington, DC 
February 7-8 


San Francisco, CA 
February 28-March 1 


Kansas City, MO 


March 14-15 


Detroit, MI 
May 9-10 


New York City 
May 16-17 


@ explain the basic principles and concepts of nonprofit housing cooperatives; 


@ provide a working knowledge of the conversion process; 


© demonstrate the potential of tenant-sponsored conversions to end involuntary displacement; and 
© offer low- and moderate-income families and the elderly a self-help approach for obtaining 


affordable housing. 


The NAHC, in conjunction with the National Urban Coalition and HUD’s Office of Neighborhoods, 
Voluntary Associations and Consumer Protection, will offer this series of workshops at the following 


Sites: 
Philadelphia, PA 
January 28-29 


Tampa, FL 
February 18-19 


San Francisco, CA 
March 2-3 


Washington, DC 
February 4-5 


Seattle, WA 
February 25-26 


Los Angeles, CA 
March 5-6 
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Denver, CO Kansas City, MO 


March 10-11 March 11-12 

St. Louis, MO . Louisville, KY 
March 24-25 April 6-7 
Boston, MA Minneapolis, MN 
April 10-11 April 27-28 
Chicago, IL Detroit, MI 

April 30-May | May 6-7 
Hartford, CT 

May 13-14 


The National Association of Housing Cooperatives, organized in 1950, is a nonprofit, tax-exempt 
national federation of organizations and individuals whose goal is to promote the interests of 
cooperative housing communities. NAHC members represent more than 100,000 families living in 
cooperatives across the Nation. Additional information on the workshops may be obtained from David 
Malinak, NAHC, 1012-14th Street, N.W., Suite 805, Washington, D.C. 20005 (202/628-6242). 


FNMA Increases Maximum Limit of Conventional Mortgages It Will Purchase 


The Federal National Mortgage Association (FNMA) has announced that it has increased the 
maximum size of conventional mortgages it will purchase and that it has liberalized downpayment 
requirements. The changes took place on January 1, 1981, enabling the FNMA to buy single-family 
conventional loans of up to $98,500, a five percent increase over the previous limit of $93,750. 


The FNMA also has removed previous loan amount restrictions on high loan-to-value mortgages. 
Loans may now be made with downpayments as small as 5 percent of the $98,500 limit. Previously, 
the Corporation limited low downpayment loans to $75,000. 


Other loan amount increases now in effect include: 


© $126,000 for two-family home mortgages (up from $120,000); 
© $152,000 for three-family loans (up from $145,000); and 
© $189,000 for four-family property mortgages (up from 180,000). 


Downpayment requirements for these two- to-four family homes remain unchanged. As little as 5 
percent may be required when one of the units is owner-occupied and as much as 20 percent may be 
required if the owner is not an occupant. All limits are 5O percent higher in Alaska and Hawaii. 


A provision of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1980 permits the FNMA to adjust its 
loan amounts upward by the percentage increase nationally in home prices the previous year, as 
recorded in the Federal Home Loan Bank Board’s surveys. 


NAA Elects New President; Announces Public Awareness Campaign 


The National Apartment Association, the Nation’s largest association exclusively representing the 
multifamily housing industry, has elected Stanley Taube as its new president. Taube, a Minnesota real 
estate executive, immediately announced that the primary focus of the NAA in 1981 would be a 
nationwide public awareness campaign to address the predicted shortfall of housing units in 1981. 





Nuggets 

A recent study by the Labor Department’s Bureau of Labor Statistics indicates that the number of 
self-employed workers is increasing. The report said that the number of self-employed Americans 
increased after the 1974-1975 recession. Earnings of the self-employed, however, continue to lose 
ground in comparison with the earnings of other workers, the report noted. It also said that minorities 


are still underrepresented among the self-employed, and those who do start their own businesses are 
generally in service and blue-collar operations. 


At the same time, economist Andrew F. Brimmer reports that the economic contribution of black- 
owned businesses has declined despite rising income among black consumers. Writing in the 
December issue of Black Enterprise, Dr. Brimmer, a former governor of the Federal Reserve Board, 
estimated that total revenues earned by black businesses as a percentage of the gross national product 
were 0.44 percent in 1980, down from an estimated 0.46 percent in 1979. Since 1969, he said, black 
businesses have seen their share of black disposable income drop from 13.5 percent to about 8.9 
percent in 1980. 


A group of industrial scientists has urged the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) to reject 
a call for a ban on urea formaldehyde home insulation which has been used in an estimated half a 
million houses. A spokesman for the Formaldehyde Institute, a trade association, cited the need for 
further ‘“‘extensive investigation’’ before any decision is reached in the controversy over the safety of 
urea formaldehyde as a home insulator. Those proposing a ban on the insulation have charged that it 
can cause cancer in rats and should be presumed to pose a cancer danger for humans. 


The U.S. Department of Agriculture predicts that American farmers can expect a substantial increase 
in their net incomes during 1981 — possibly in the $27 billion to $32 billion range. At the same time, 
the Department said, consumers may have to cope with a 10 percent to 15 percent increase in retail 
food prices. The World Food and Agriculture Outlook Board, which made the prediction, noted 
however, that the 1980 net income for farmers is likely to be 20 to 25 percent less than it was in 1979. 
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